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Where We’re Headed

1. Understanding the Conscience: What is this thing? (3/7)

2. Rescuing the Conscience: Is mine clean? (3/14)

3. RC Sproul Lecture: (3/21)

4. Calibrating the Conscience: Is it always right? (3/28)

5. Catch a Breath, Review, and Q/A (4/4)

6. The Conscience and one another: What about them? (4/11)

7. The Conscience and the Mission: Aren’t they all wrong? (4/18)

8. Evaluating the Conscience: What are my convictions? (4/25)
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Understand that “faith” here refers not to 
saving faith in Christ (Rom. 14:22a) but to 
the confidence a person has in their 
conscience to do a particular activity.

Three Clarifications

What does Paul mean by “weak in faith”?
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“The concern here is not merely that your freedom may irritate, annoy, or offend your 
weaker brother or sister. If a brother/sister simply doesn’t like your freedoms, that is 

their problem. But if your practice of freedom leads your brother/sister to sin against 
their conscience, then it becomes your problem…”

“The stumbling block principle does not teach that we must refrain from an activity that 
another believer may simply disagree with.”

What is the “stumbling block” that can “destroy” or 
“cause a brother to stumble”?

Three Clarifications
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In light of all this, how do I calibrate my 

conscience and make decisions for certain actions?
1. Am I fully persuaded that it is right?

2. Will this action honor the Lord and give thanks to Him?

3. Can I do it without being a stumbling block to my brother or 

sister in Christ?

4. Does it bring peace in the Body?

5. Does it enslave me?

Three Clarifications
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Session 5: 
The Conscience and the Mission

7

1. We can preach against sins that are not truly sins.
2. We can preach against sins without defining terms.
3. We won’t be careful to value the other culture’s consciences. 

Three Dangers

Therefore…
1. We must preach repentance from clear sins in the Bible and the culture’s 

consciences.
2. We must cultivate the virtues of the other culture’s consciences. 
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Christian Liberty

“The freedom to discipline yourself to be flexible for 
the sake of the gospel.”

“I finally get to do the stuff I’ve always wanted to do but my 
strict upbringing wouldn’t let me.”

Is…

Is NOT…
“I finally get to do the stuff I’ve always wanted to do but my 

strict upbringing wouldn’t let me.”
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1 Corinthians 9:19-23

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I 
might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win 
Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not 
being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those 
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the 
law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the 
law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. I do it 
all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.
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The freedom to discipline yourself to 
be flexible for the sake of the gospel

Spiritual Maturity

Theological Conviction

Christian Love

Personal Discipline

Commitment to the gospel
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1. …we don’t preach sin and shame before a Holy God. 

2. …we sin against our conscience.

3. …we are exempt from the mission of God.

Three Clarifications

This doesn’t mean…
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Final Motivators!

1. The church is your training grounds!

2. Keep on calibrating!

3. Jesus is our leader, righteousness, and victor!
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Where We’re Headed

1. Understanding the Conscience: What is this thing? (3/7)

2. Rescuing the Conscience: Is mine clean? (3/14)

3. RC Sproul Lecture: (3/21)

4. Calibrating the Conscience: Is it always right? (3/28)

5. The Conscience and one another: What about them? (4/4)

6. The Conscience and the Mission: Aren’t they all wrong? (4/11)

7. Evaluating the Conscience: What are my convictions? (4/18)
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