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Where We’re Headed

1. Understanding the Conscience: What is this thing? (3/7)

2. Rescuing the Conscience: Is mine clean? (3/14)

3. RC Sproul Lecture: (3/21)

4. Calibrating the Conscience: Is it always right? (3/28)

5. The Conscience and one another: What about them? (4/4)

6. The Conscience and the Mission: Aren’t they all wrong? (4/11)

7. Evaluating the Conscience: What are my convictions? (4/18)
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Missing personal 
Bible reading time 

for more than a 
month.

Which of these sins would you 
consider needing repentance?  

Patronizing a 
company with 

known unethical 
labor practices

Not visiting a close 
family member 

while on vacation 
in their city

Driving 79mph on 
I-70 in KS

Letting your child 
go a week without 

a bath

Throwing a pop 
can in the trash 
rather than the 

recycle bin
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Calibrating Your Conscience

4



3/19/21

3

The High Stakes of 
Conscience Calibration

•Be ready to be put to test

•Conscience will carry a cost

•Do NOT sin against your conscience.   
Romans 14:23 - But whoever has doubts is condemned if he 
eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever 
does not proceed from faith is sin. 
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How Reliable is your Conscience?

• Your conscience isn’t perfect!
• Your conscience is not equivalent to the voice of God!
• Your conscience can either be weak or strong
• Your conscience can change!
“We should obey our conscience when we think it’s leading us 
correctly.”

Mark Dever: “Conscience cannot make a wrong thing right, 
but it can make a right thing wrong.”
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Sinning Against or Calibrating??

“You are calibrating your conscience when 
Christ, the Lord of your conscience, teaches 
you through his Scripture that your 
conscience has been incorrectly warning you 
about a particular matter, so you decide no 
longer to listen to your conscience in that one 
matter. This is calibrating or adjusting or 
training your conscience, not sinning against 
it. 
When you drink your first root beer after 
becoming completely convinced that root 
beer is okay, your conscience may warn you. 
Ignoring that warning is not searing your 
conscience but calibrating it under the 
lordship of Christ.”
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Cause for Calibration

FORMER ASSOCIATIONS STRICT UPBRINGINGS PERSONALITY

8



3/19/21

5

Cause for Calibration

Oversensitive

ENTERTAINMENT LOOSE TONGUE DIS-COMMUNION
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How to Calibrate the Conscience: 
The example of Acts 10

Acts 10:9-16
The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. And he became hungry and 
wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 
and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being 
let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and 
reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What 
God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and 
the thing was taken up at once to heaven.
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How to Calibrate the Conscience: 
The example of Jesus and the Sabbath

Mark 2:23-28
One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, 
his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. And the Pharisees were saying to him, 
“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” And he said to 
them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was 
hungry, he and those who were with him: how he entered the house of God, in 
the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with 
him?” And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
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How Does Calibration Happen?

1. Educate your conscience 
with truth.

John MacArthur: “A regular diet of 
Scripture will strengthen a weak 
conscience or restrain an overactive 
one. Conversely, error, human 
wisdom, and wrong moral influences 
filling the mind will corrupt or cripple 
the conscience. In other words, the 
conscience functions like a skylight, 
not a light bulb. It lets light into the 
soul; it does not produce its own.”

(Inside and outside of 
Scripture)
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How Does Calibration Happen?

2. Calibrate your conscience 
with due process.

1. Educate your conscience 
with truth.
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Let’s Fight!

Watching MMA for 
entertainment

Listening to secular 
music

Definition of 
modesty

Playing video 
games

Home school vs. 
public school vs. 

private school

Homeopathic 
medicine vs. 
antibiotics

Eating fast food Multi-site churches Smoking cigars Going into debt

Dating vs. 
courtship

Perpetuating 
“Santa Clause”
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Martyn Lloyd-
Jones

• “I cannot possibly understand a man who wears silk 
stockings, rings, wrist-watches, shoes instead of boots, 
or who carries a cane in his hand”

• “The modern method of installing a bath in each house 
is not only a tragedy but it has been a real curse to 
humanity… If I had to spend a life-time with a 
companion who had one bath a day or with one who 
had one bath a year, I should unhesitatingly choose 
the latter, because a man’s soul is more important 
than his skin”

• “When I enter a house and find that they have a 
wireless apparatus (radio) I know at once that there is 
something wrong.”

15

Where We’re Headed

1. Understanding the Conscience: What is this thing? (3/7)

2. Rescuing the Conscience: Is mine clean? (3/14)

3. RC Sproul Lecture: (3/21)

4. Calibrating the Conscience: Is it always right? (3/28)

5. The Conscience and one another: What about them? (4/4)

6. The Conscience and the Mission: Aren’t they all wrong? (4/11)

7. Evaluating the Conscience: What are my convictions? (4/18)

16



3/19/21

9

17


