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Where We’re Headed

1. Understanding the Conscience: What is this thing? (3/7)

2. Rescuing the Conscience: Is mine clean? (3/14)

3. RC Sproul Lecture: (3/21)

4. Calibrating the Conscience: Is it always right? (3/28)

5. The Conscience and one another: What about them? (4/4)

6. The Conscience and the Mission: Aren’t they all wrong? (4/11)

7. Evaluating the Conscience: What are my convictions? (4/18)
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Rescuing the Conscience:
The guilty conscience:

Joseph and his brothers - Gen 37-50

Let’s 
not 
take 

his life

In truth 
we are 
guilty 

concern-
ing our 
brother

God has 
un-

covered 
your 

servants 
guilt

They 
were 

terrified 
of 

Joseph

What if 
Joseph 
holds a 
grudge 
against 

us?
Gen 37:21 Gen 42:21 Gen 44:16 Gen 45:3 Gen 50:15
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Rescuing the Conscience:
Results of a guilty conscience:

• It never forgets
• It tries to hide
• It isolates me
• It makes me scared and 

anxious
• It’s a heavy burden
• It makes me angry and 

resentful
• It makes me restless
• It looks for religious 

solutions
• It leads to despair
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Rescuing the Conscience:

1. Ignore and suppress it

2. Wallow in despair

3. Try and alleviate it

4. Draw near to God!

What should I do with a guilty conscience?
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Drawing near to God

1 John 1:8-10 

8 “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”
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Conflicting Conscience

“The very least 
of all the 
saints.”

“The foremost 
of sinners.”

“The least of 
the apostles”

1 Corinthians Ephesians 1 Timothy

“If I’m making progress toward holiness with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, why do I keep feeling like 

I’m a worse sinner than before?”
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Conflicting Conscience
“If I’m making progress toward holiness with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, why do I keep feeling like 

I’m a worse sinner than before?”

Our Knowledge of God and His Ways

Our Obedience of God and His Ways
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Hebrews 10:19-24

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 

20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 

21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart 

in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 

who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works”

Drawing near to God

Apply Objective Truth 
to Subjective Experience
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John Bunyan, 
The Jerusalem 
Sinner Saved
Satan is loath to part with a great sinner. 
“What, my true servant,” says he, “My old 
servant, will you forsake me now? Having so 
often sold yourself to me to work wickedness, 
will you forsake me now? You horrible 
wretch, do you not know, that you have 
sinned yourself beyond the reach of grace, 
and do you think to find mercy now? Are you 
not a murderer, a thief, a harlot, a witch, a 
sinner of the greatest size, and do you look 
for mercy now? 
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Do you think that Christ will foul his fingers with 
you? It is enough to make angels blush,” says 
Satan, “to see so vile a one knock at heaven’s 
gates for mercy, and will you be so abominably 
bold to do it?” 
“Thus Satan dealt with me,” says the great 
sinner, “when at first I came to Jesus Christ.” 
“And what did you reply?” 
“Why, I granted the whole charge to be true,” 
said the other. 
“And what, did you despair, or how?”

John Bunyan, 
The Jerusalem 
Sinner Saved
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“No, he said, “I said, I am Magdalene, I am 
Zacchaeus, I am the thief, I am the harlot, I 
am the publican, I am the prodigal, and one 
of Christ’s murderers; yea, worse than any 
of these, and yet God was so far off from 
rejecting me (as I found afterwards) that 
there was music and dancing in his house for 
me, and for joy that I was come home unto 
him.”

John Bunyan, 
The Jerusalem 
Sinner Saved
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