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I well remember the time I got a restaurant recommendation 
from a friend of mine.  He recommended that we try out a 
place for its artist vibe, good food, and uptown environment 
(this was in another city).  When we arrived, it wasn't very 
much of the kind of thing we were looking for.  Artist vibe? 
Check.  Good food?  Well, it wasn't awful.  Uptown 
environment?  Sure.  But, it just wasn’t for me.  I walked 
away remembering to think through his recommendations a 
little more thoroughly in the future (and he did give me some 
good ones).   
 
That's happened for you, as well.  You've heard about that 
new movie that has come out.  The reviews have been read, 
but it was that person who we knew, who went and saw it, 
that finally pushed us over the edge to go see it (and it 
usually wasn't as stellar as those recommendations were).  
And, we've had friends give us good recommendations, as 
well.   
 
I say all of this by way of introduction to get you thinking 
about who has authority in your life.  Who do you hear and 
believe?  In whose words do you consistently lean on?  And, 
what's been the effect of that.  Starting here, I'm reminded of 
that famous quote from D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones who said that 
no one has a greater impact on us than ourselves because 
no one talks to us as much as we talk to ourselves.  Yes, 
there are voices in your head.  And, what you do with those is 
important.  Besides yourself, who else do you give a hearing 
to?  Who else speaks with authority to you?  Who is that 
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person who always recommends the good stuff?  When they 
speak, you listen.   
 
As we transition into today's sermon, we're coming on the 
heels of last week's sermon that really served to transition us 
into the rest of the book of John.  After all, something has to 
turn from the glowing picture we've been given of Jesus to 
the hostility that will emerge at the end of this book.  I 
mentioned that Jesus had spoken of the temple being 
destroyed and raised in three days and as Moses lifting up 
the serpent in the wilderness so would the Son of Man be 
lifted up as foreshadowing hostility. And, last week, we saw 
Jesus heal an invalid on the Sabbath.  This passage ended 
with Jesus answering the hostility of the Jews by saying that 
He was working on the Sabbath like His Father is, and this 
further enraged them, because He was saying that God was 
His Father.  Today, we'll get more information on who Jesus 
is and why we should listen to Him.  And, that's my purpose: I 
want to show you why you should hear and believe what 
Jesus says.   
 
My outline works out of the language of support.  In other 
words, if we think of that claim to hear and believe Jesus as a 
call for our lives, what are the realities that support such an 
action.  Why should you?  What are the deep in the ground, 
foundational realities, anchors, that call for such an action?  
That's where we're headed today.   
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If you're an unbeliever, I so want you to "get" today's 
message because there are all kinds of voices that call out 
for you to follow them.  And, they don't have near the support 
that Jesus' claims and words have.  Jesus summarizes 
things so well in John 5:24 – Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life.  He does not come into judgment but has passed 
from death to life. So, I hope you'll listen today and find grace 
for your life by seeing Jesus as one you can listen to and 
believe.  
 
And, if you're a believer, yes, you're leaning into all that 
Jesus says because you know He speaks authoritatively in 
all matters of eternal life.  But, it's easy to sometimes doubt 
whether or not He really said something.  This is how Satan's 
always worked all the way back to the Garden – "Did He 
actually say?"  And, so I hope you dig deep into this message 
today, so that you're equipped to withstand temptation, stand 
strong in difficult times, and have a deep faith in Him.  Join 
me, then, as we see 4 supports that encourage us to hear 
and believe Jesus… 
Read John 5:19-47 
 
4 supports that encourage us to hear and believe Jesus… 
First of all, we see this support: I. Jesus does the Father’s 
work. (19-24) 
[19] So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. [20] For the 
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Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And 
greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. [21] 
For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son 
gives life to whom he will. [22] The Father judges no one, but has given 
all judgment to the Son, [23] that all may honor the Son, just as they 
honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. [24] Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my 
word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
 

Without missing a beat from where He left off last week, 
Jesus starts speaking in v.19 and continues pretty much 
through the rest of the chapter.  These are powerful words.  
You might have all kinds of ideas about what Jesus would do 
or say if He lived today, but the One who is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever is speaking here to clarify life 
for you and me.  He opens up telling us that He does… 
 
A) only what the Father does – The "truly, truly, I say to you" 
is a way of helping us see that this something to which we 
should pay careful attention.  And, Jesus says that He only 
does what He sees the Father doing: like Father, like Son.  
Why?  Because the Father loves the Son and shows Him 
what He's doing.  And, this will continue to be the case as 
Jesus walks on earth so that we may marvel.  The Father 
raises the dead and gives life, and we'll see Jesus do that 
very thing.  The issue of judgment is reserved for the Son, so 
that all people may honor Him, just as they honor the Father.  
This honor, then, is huge, so Jesus… 
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B) calls us to honor Father (and Son) by hearing and 
believing – We can't honor the Father without honoring the 
Son.  And, Jesus wraps this in v.24: "whoever hears my word 
and believes Him who sent me has eternal life, He doesn't 
come into judgment but has passed from death to life."  This 
is everything that Jesus came to do.  He did what the Father 
was doing.  We're drawn to marvel at Jesus.  He raises the 
dead.  He judges.  Therefore, we should listen and believe in 
Him.  The first support we see, then, is that Jesus does the 
Father's work.   
 
Another support we get, secondly, is that II. Jesus is 
powerful in His work. (25-29) 
[25] “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will 
live. [26] For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the 
Son also to have life in himself. [27] And he has given him authority to 
execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. [28] Do not marvel at 
this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice [29] and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

 
Here's another "truly, truly" in v.25.  There's an hour coming 
in which the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 
those who hear will live.  The Father has life in Himself and 
the Son has been given life in Himself.  In Him was life and 
the life was the light of men.  Therefore, this relates to our… 
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A) overcoming death and judgment – Jesus has been given 
the authority to call the dead from life.  He also has authority 
to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.  This 
phrase "Son of Man" is specific and full of OT nuance (see 
the book of Daniel).  Because Jesus is the Messiah, the 
chosen One, overcoming death and executing judgment are 
His.   
 
And, all this will build B) for resurrection and eternal life – An 
hour is coming when all the tombs will hear His voice and 
come out – for resurrection of life (those who do good) and 
the resurrection of judgment (those who do evil).  So, you 
could summarize the powerful work of Jesus as leading to 
resurrection/eternal life on the one hand and death/judgment 
on the other hand.  Wouldn't you do well to listen to Him?  
And, if you choose to ignore this, what might be the 
consequences?  Another support on why we should hear and 
believe in Him is because of His work.   
 
Third, we're told further that III. Jesus’ work bears witness to 
who He is. (30-37a) 
[30] “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment 
is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 
[31] If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. [32] 
There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the 
testimony that he bears about me is true. [33] You sent to John, and he 
has borne witness to the truth. [34] Not that the testimony that I receive 
is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. [35] He 
was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a 
while in his light. [36] But the testimony that I have is greater than that 
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of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has 
sent me. [37] And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness 
about me. 

 
How does Jesus’s work in dispensing judgment and 
resurrection relate to what He does?  There's more unpacked 
in the middle of our passage here.  Jesus isn't doing what He 
does independent of His Father.  He's exercising a just 
judgment because He's doing the Father's will.  He's not the 
only one who bears witness about Himself.  For a testimony 
to be true, it has to be established on the evidence of 2 or 3 
witnesses, according to OT law.  So, Jesus's work is one 
piece of evidence.  There's also… 
 
A) John’s testimony – John bears witness to Jesus and his 
testimony is true.  John came and his testimony is described 
by Jesus as a burning and shining lamp that people rejoiced 
in.  It helped illumine or cast light on who Jesus is, because it 
pointed to Him.  But, Jesus's testimony is greater than John.  
How?   
 
B) Jesus is sent from Father – and the Father has given Him 
work to do.  The Father has borne witness about Jesus.  It's 
clear.  He sent Jesus to us with a work to do.  Jesus is 
faithfully carrying out that work.  As a result, the work He 
does bears witness to who He is.  So, we've seen that Jesus 
does the Father's work and it's a powerful work.   Further, we 
were just told that Jesus's work bears witness to who He is.  
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All this builds to our final support for why we should hear and 
believe Jesus… 
IV. The Father’s word explains Jesus’ work. (37b-47) 
His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, [38] 
and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the 
one whom he has sent. [39] You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. [41] 
I do not receive glory from people. [42] But I know that you do not have 
the love of God within you. [43] I have come in my Father's name, and 
you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him. [44] How can you believe, when you receive glory from 
one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 
[45] Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who 
accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. [46] For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. [47] But if 
you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” 
 

Speaking of the Father, Jesus says of his opponents that 
"His voice you have never heard, His form you have never 
seen, and you do not have His Word abiding in you."  Why 
not?  "Because you do not believe in the one He has sent."  
The Bible or the… 
 
A) Scriptures bear witness about Jesus – These Jews were 
searching the Bible so that they would have eternal life, and 
it's they [the Scriptures] that bear witness about Jesus, yet 
people refuse to come to Jesus to have life.  Because people 
aren't trusting Jesus for life, He's not receiving glory from 
people, and they are showing they don't know the love of 
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God (God so loved that He sent Jesus).  Jesus came in the 
Father's name and they don't receive Him.  Others are 
received coming in their own name, but Jesus comes from 
the Father and no one listens.   How can they believe if this is 
true?  (or how can they claim to believe). 
 
There's one final argument that Jesus uses and it speaks 
of… 
B) Moses condemns those who don’t believe in Jesus – The 
charge that Jesus's opponents might level is that Jesus will 
accuse them before His Father.  Jesus makes it much easier.  
Moses is the one who will accuse, because he's the one 
they're really hoping in.  If they really believed what Moses 
had written (which testified to Jesus) they would believe in 
Jesus, for Moses wrote of Jesus.  If they don't believe those 
writings, they won't believe Jesus.  The Father's Word, then, 
in the Scriptures and Moses, explain Jesus' work.   
 
So, what do we make of this…In conclusion, today we've 
seen 4 supports that encourage us to hear and believe 
Jesus… 
I. Jesus does the Father’s work. (19-24) 
II. Jesus is powerful in His work. (25-29) 
III. Jesus’ work bears witness to who He is. (30-37a) 
IV. The Father’s word explains Jesus’ work. (37b-47) 
 
Well, on one level, a simple application is to believe that 
Jesus is who He said He is.  Hear Him and believe.  Again, 
Jesus makes this so simple in v.24 – "Whoever hears my 
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word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life.  He 
does not come into judgment but has passed from death to 
life."  Today, Jesus has given you a strong argument for why 
you should listen to Him.  My hope is that it's compelling to 
you and you would respond by believing.  There's many 
times that "testimony, bear witness, truth" came up today and 
it had to do with honoring, loving, glorying in, or believing 
Jesus is the Son of God.  Will you do this?  Turn from your 
life to Him.  
 
And, if you're a believer, I hope you've done this.  This has 
been a deep argument from Jesus.  Here are some additional 
thoughts on this as we seek to apply it.  First of all, the Bible 
is simple at times, but it is complex.  We have many in our 
world who want to dismiss certain claims of Jesus by saying 
He'd act a certain way in today's culture.  But, as this 
passage shows, He'd be just out of step with today's culture 
as He was then, because all of this hinged on Him being who 
He is.  He's a Lord of authority and glory, dispensing 
judgment on those who do evil and rescuing those who 
believe in Him for eternal life.  Don't lose sight of this for 
lesser arguments.  Work from this to other areas.  Secondly, 
Jesus is a glorious Lord.  He's not to be trifled with.  When 
this passage speaks of honoring Him, His receiving glory, His 
being received, and believing in Him, it speaks of worship.  
Does Jesus take your breath away with His glorious 
awesomeness?  He's glorious.  And, finally, He's the point of 
the Bible.  The Scriptures testify to Him.  Your pet doctrinal 
peeve isn't the point (nor is mine).  In our church, we love the 
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Scriptures and love to study them, but we can’t lose sight that 
they point to Jesus.  He's the aim of your Bible study.  And, 
this isn't my opinion—Jesus said so.  So, let's hear and 
believe Jesus, that we may glorify and enjoy Him, forever.   


